I conceive that the three most important subjects for the railroad surgeon's consideration are, named in the order of their importance, hemorrhage, shock and antisepsis. As the second mentioned subject has been ably discussed at this meeting, and the first mentioned, incidentally, in connection with the subject of shock, I have concluded to make the third the subject of this paper.
While I have admitted that antisepsis occupies third place in importance, I do so under protest and on the grounds that hemorrhage and shock require more activity and energy to avert an impending danger, but, after all, I believe that more deaths occur from a disregard of the principles of antisepsis than would result from all cases of hemorrhage and shock together, though they were left wholly untreated.
As a further excuse for, and as further extenuating circumstances for the crime of offering a paper on so anemic a subject, a subject so well understood and so largely discussed as antisepsis, I must say that I fear many railroad surgeons attach too little importance to its principles, or are careless as to the proper execution of them.
Schwann, in sowing the seed of the germ theory, in the year 1837, made it possible to construct the magnificent superstructure of antiseps's, which has since been built upon that foundation, and it is well for us to ever bear in mind that every detail of antisepsis has for its object the destruction of germs and that asepsis has for its object the protection of the tissues from inoculation with germs. 
